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Beginner-friendly checklist for new RV owners learning the basics.

Before You Start

Read your RV owner's manual for model-specific instructions

Locate main water shut-off valve (emergency shutoff)

Find electrical breaker panel location and label

Identify propane tank shut-off valves and emergency procedures

Locate fire extinguisher and learn how to use it

Take photos of all utility connections for future reference

Step-by-Step First Setup

Park and level your RV FIRST (most important step)

Connect utilities ONE at a time (electric, water, sewer)

Test each connection before moving to the next

Turn on systems gradually and verify operation

Ask campground staff for help - they're usually happy to assist

Keep detailed setup notes for your next trip

Essential Beginner Safety Tips

ALWAYS use surge protector for electrical (protect expensive electronics)

Never drink from RV fresh water tank without sanitizing first

Test propane connections with soapy water (bubbles = leak)

Keep basic tool kit accessible (screwdrivers, wrench set, duct tape)
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Learn your RV's weight and height limits before travel

Practice setup procedures at home before first camping trip

New RVer Common Mistakes to Avoid

Don't overload electrical circuits (hair dryer + microwave = breaker trip)

Never leave slide-outs extended in high wind

Don't fill fresh water tank completely if traveling (weight)

Always chock wheels even if ground looks level

Don't run generator during campground quiet hours

Never assume all campground pedestals work properly
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